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with such authority; while we, however proud we may
be of our ancestors, do not disguise from ourselves that
they were barbarians, and can hardly fancy their handi-
work incapable of improvement.
Thus the Enthusiasm of Humanity, if it move us in this
age to consider the physical needs of our fellow-creatures,
will not be contented with the rules and methods which
satisfied those who first felt its power. Breathed from the
lips of Christ or descending from heaven at the Pentecostal
feast, it entered into men who had grown to manhood in
a cruel and hard-hearted world and who were accustomed
to selfishness. When Love was waked in his dungeon
and his fetters struck off, he must at first have found his
joints too stiff for easy motion. It entered into the subjects
of a world-wide tyranny, who never raised their thoughts
to large or public interests, over which they could not
hope to have influence. It entered into men of narrow
cultivation, who had no conception of progress or of the
purpose that runs through the ages, no high ideal of the
happiness that the race may attain through the labours of
the good of every generation in its cause, no suspicion
that the whole framework of society compared to what it
might be was as the hut of a savage to a Grecian temple.
It entered into men who in their simplicity revered the
barbaric past and placed behind them that golden age for
which they should have looked forwards. And therefore
it could but rouse them to a philanthropy which, though
glorious in the spirit that animated it, was faint and
feeble in its enterprises, the half-despairing attempt of a
generation which had more love than hope.
We are advanced by eighteen hundred years beyond
the apostolic generation. All the narrowing influences

